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Every Kingdom divided againſt 
itſelf is brought to Deſolation. 


{ HE Words are a Maxim, as 
moſt poſitive in the Aſſertion, fo 
S& univerſal in the Extent : Read- 
ES ing the Deſtiny, and taking in 
eee the Intereſts, of all Kingdoms 
whatſoever, Be it the Empire of Almighty 
God, or that of the Devil; be it the pious 
Government of a righttul Prince, or tyran- 
nous Violence of a Thief or Robber. The 
Propoſition in all Cafes remains unmoved. 
Every Kingdom divided againſt itſelf is brought 
to Deſolation. 

Nay more, it obtains in all Societies of 
Men, for it is added, that every City or Houſe 
divided againſt itſelf ſhall not ſtand. 

Our Saviour's Argument, indeed, is in- 
tended to conclude in the behalf of rightful 
Governments, and does it with greater Force 
and Evidence, becauſe it reacheth to the 
other, F Satan, ſays he, caſt out Satan be 
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is divided againſi himſelf, how ſhall then his 


Kingdom ſtand? There is, there muſt be, 
a Beelzebub, a Prince of Devils, even in 
Hell; the Region of Malice, Hatred and 
Rebellion, muſt have ſome Peace and Order 
to ſupport it. 

Again he adds, How can one enter into a 


firong Man's Heufe and ſpoil his Goods, except 


he firſt bind the ſirong Man, and then he will 

1 bis Houſe ? On this Account it is, that 
the ſturdy Thief confederates with others, 
obeys Command, ſubmits to Puniſhment, 
defends himſelf againſt the Law, by an ob- 
fequious Violation of it. 

God in the Frame of Man ſo built him 
for Society, that no Depravation of his Na- 
ture or his Manners can blot out the Im- 


8 As Virtue would communicate, 
ice would defend itſelf; and in no Con- 


dition is it good for Mam to be alone. 

We are all born naked and unarmed, 
needing the Aſſiſtance of each other, but 
wanting Strength or Weapons to inforce it. 
But the divine Wiſdom has ſo ſuited things, 


that the Strong depends upon the Weak, as 


much as the Weak does on the Strong ; the 
Rich is aſſiſted by the Poor, as the Poor 
is by the Rich; the Wile is aided by the 
Ignorant, as the Ignorant is by the Wile ; 
the Scepter reſts upon the Mattock and the 
Spade, and the Throne upon the Plough. 
The great Animal of a Republic has as 
much 
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much Conſent of Parts, as much Dependance 
of them on each other, as any living Creature 
has. St. Paul, at the 12th of the firſt to 
the Corinthians, excellently deſcribes it. The 
Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, I have no need 
of thee; nor again the Hand unto the Foot, I 
have no need of you ; but 72 Members f the 
Body which "ys to be moſt feeble, are neceſſary. 
If the wwhole Body were an Eye, where were 
the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the ſmelling ? And, if they were all one 
Member, where were the Body? But God has 
fo tempered the Parts together, that the Mem- 
bers, as they have equal Uſe, ſo they ſhould 
have the ſame Care one of another ; and whether 
one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuffer with 
it; or one Member be honoureed, all the Mem- 
bers rejoice with it. 3 
The Repreſentation of this to the People 
of Rome, in their ſeditious Departure from 
their Magiſtrates, by Menenius Agrippa, per- 
ſuaded an immediate Submiſſion and Return. 
I would to God the Truth of the Goſpel 
would have as juſt an Effect on us, as th 
Fable had with them. 
But that Rebellion 7s the Sin of Witchcraft, 
one would wonder by what Inchantment 
Men ſhould be perſuaded to diſturb at once 
their own and the public Peace, forfeit all 
the Advantages they enjoy in a ſettled Go- 
vernment, which cannat be ſo bad as not to 
be much better than the Confuſion which 
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Sedition brings, and run upon that gh 
Deſtruction, which, the wiſe Man ſays, 7s 

the End of thoſe who are given to change. | 
War, however managed, is calamitous 
enough. When a Kingdom, tho' entire 
within itſelf, is divided againſt another, it 
generally is bruiſed and battered in the Con- 

flict; ſo that the Victor, when he puts of 
bis Armour, has as little Reaſon to boaſt him- 


ſelf as when he put it on. But there, ſome- 


times, both Parts ſurvive the Quarrel, and 
the Vanquiſhed are advantaged by their Miſ- 
adventure, as the Nations whom the Greeks 
and Romans over-run, gained Laws, and 
Arts, and Safety from their Conquerors 
but civil Broils can have no Triumph, no- 
thing to balance or alleviate their Miſchief. 

*Tis.a fad Sight to fee a wounded Man 
beſmeared with Gore, and faint with Loſs 
of Blood, returning from a Battle; but tis 
in no Proportion ſo afflictive as to fee one 
by Phrenzy, like the Demoniac in the Gofſ- 
pel, armed againſt himſelf, Night and Day 
ranging the Mountains and the Tombs, crying 
and cutting himſelf with Stones, tearing and 


gnaſbing with his Teeth, and pining away; 


caſt ſometimes into the Fire, and anon into the 
Water, to be deſtroyed, Which is the Caſe 
of a Houſe, a City, or a Kingdom divided 
againſt itſelf. 


And this Miſchief is the more to be fear- 
ed, and carefully avoided, becauſe tis almoſt 
| in 
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in one's Power to work it. One ſingle 

Man has Skill and Strength enough to em- 

broil a Nation: An Abſalom and Sheba did 
it to Iſrael, a Graccus, a Sylla, and a Marius 
did it in Rome, and one unquiet Hanno brought 
Carthage, with the mighty Hannibal, from 
the Height of Empire, to utter Deſolation. 
Nay, Creatures raked out of the Dirt can 
do this. We all remember what a Revo- 
lution a Maffamello lately made in Naples; 
and our Stories tell us what Diſturbances a 
Straw, a Cade, a Tiler, a Ket, a Simnel, 
have made in this our Country; that I 
omit the viler Names of this our Age. 

The Beginning of Strife, ſays the wiſe Man, 
is the letting out of Water; a Breach, which 
at firſt might have been ſtopped with a Man's 
Hand, ſuddenly grows wide, and the Tor- 
rent rowls upon it, and becomes irreſiſtible. 
We cannot but remember how Fears and 
Jealouſies improved in this unhappy Country 9 
into a bloody War; and little Diſcontents, 4 
by ſpecious Pretences, divided the Kingdom 9 

againſt itſelf, till it verified the Aſſertion 4 
in the Text, and ceaſed to be a Kingdom, 9 
and, had not Gd by a Miracle interpoſed, 0 
had certainly brought it to final Deſolation. 6 

There has, tis true, paſſed an Act of li 

Oblivion of all theſe things; but ſure we 9 

are moſt Unhappy if it take Place ſo far, i 
that we forget what we ſo lately ſuffered, 
and repeat thoſe mad Diviſions which will 
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24 
moſt certainly have the ſame, or worſe E- 
vents, than thoſe they formerly procured. 

Were there not that natural Connection 
of things which makes, as we have ſeen, 
the Ruin of Societies neceſſarily conſequent 
to Diviſions in them; had we not freſh Ex- 

jence to back our Reaſonings; we may 
conſider further, that God Almighty having 
ſaid it, he is concerned, in his Veracity, to 
bring his Word to paſs; and, rather than 
fail, interpoſe his Omnipotence to compaſs 
it, and bring to Deſolation every Kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf. 

And, indeed, if we look into the Holy 
Scripture we ſhall find, that, when God de- 
figns a Judgment upon a ſinful People, 
this is the Means he uſes; nay, this is one 
great Part of the Infliction. 

At the 19th of 1azab he threatens Egypt, 
that he will et the Egyptians againſt the 
Egyptians, and they ſhall fight every one 
againſt his Brother, and every one againſt bis 
Neighbour, City againſt City, and Kingdom 
againſt Kingdom: And the Spirit of Egypt 
ſhall fail in the Midſt thereof ; that he will 
deſtroy its Council, mingle a perverſe Spirit 
in the Midſt of it, and cauſe Egypt to err in 
every Work, as a drunken Man ſlaggers in 
his Vomit. So we ſee, in Fact, Jud. 7. and 
1 Sam. 14. the Midtanites and Pbiliſtines, 
without any previous Diſcontent or Quarrel, 
fatally engaged ; every Man's Sword turned 
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againſt his Brother. Which State of Ruin 
the Prophet Jeremy calls, God's taking away 
his Peace from a People, even Loving-kindneſs 
and Mercies : The giving them the K þ 
of his Fury, which when they have drunk, 
they ſhall be moved and be mad. 


And now it may be ſeaſonable that we 
bethink. ourſelves, and ſoberly enquire, how 
we ſtand in reference to this great Concern 
whether we are at Peace, or in that State of 
Ruin which Diviſion will certainly infer ? 

And does not herein our Iniquity anſwer 
to our Face? Is there almoſt any Converſa- 
tion but under the Terms of Faction and 
Diſcord ? Does any Man eſcape the Character 
of Papiſt, Penſioner, and Courtier, on the 
one hand, or Commonwealth's-man, Traitor, 
and Fanatic on the other? Are there not al- 
moſt as many Religions, Factions, and De- 
ſigns, as there are Faces? nay, is there not 
Hazard that there ſhould be more, the ſame 
Perſons, in few Months, running through 
ſeveral Sects and Parties? Is not the ſpeaking 
evil of Dignities, and reproaching things and 
Perſons ſacred, become the Diale& and Lan- 
guage of the Time? Is not all Protection 
and Support due from Superiors, and all 
Submiſſion and Induſtry, payable by In- 
feriors, quite loſt among us? Is there any 
Care of the Public either Intereſt or Safety ? 
Nay, are not all the Bleſſings we enjoy, for- 
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got and forfeited in the Thought of ſome- 
what which we fain would have, or Jealouſ 
that poſſibly we may loſe fomewhat which 
we now poſlels ? 

This 1s evidently our Caſe: And do we 
not ſee a Writing on the Wall, like that de- 
ſcribed in the Book of Danze!, Mene, Meng, 
Tekel, Upbarſin; that God has numbered our 
Kingdom and finiſhed it; that we are weighed 
in the Balance and found wanting ; and that 
our Kingdom 1s divided and given unto Stran- 
gers? We need not look out for a Maſter of 
Magicians to decypher or unfold the Writ- 
ing, tis fo plain that he who runs may read 
it. This is the Comet that blazes in our 
Sky, and threatens Ruin and Deſtruction to 
us, beyond the abodings of Aſtrology. 

The Danger then is ſufficiently confeſſed: 
I with we were ſo well agreed upon the 
Remedy. But as it happens in our bodil 
Diſtempers, ſo it fares in this of the Public; 
every Man is a Phyſician and has ſomewhat 
to preſcribe. | 

And Firſt, Tis offered, as of moment, 
to ſtrengthen ourſelves by Alliances abroad. 
'This were, indeed, of Uſe in reference un- 
to a foreign Enemy, but cannot obviate the 
Miſchief which riſes here at home. Tis, 
to like purpole, as if, for an Impoſtume in 
the Brain, or Uicer in the Bowels, the Pa- 
tient ſhould put a Helmet on his Head, or 
apply a Plaiſter to his Breaſt, Beſides, it is 


not 


[ 17 ] 
not eaſy to imagine, that any prudent State 
will think it worth the while to join with 
them who diſagree among themſelves. 

Secondly tis ſuggeſted, That our Safety 
ſhould be provided for by good and whole- 
ſome Laws; which might indeed avail, were 
we in a Temper to obey them. As the Caſe 
now ſtands, a Phyſician may as well hope 
to cure his Patient by writing of long Bills, 
and preſcribing ſeveral Recipes, which will 
be never taken or regarded ; as we expect 
Advantage from the multiplying of Acts. 
Ill Manners are commonly ſaid to produce 
good Laws; but we do not find that the 
beſt Laws, without a vigorous Execution, 
can produce good Manners. 

But Thirdly, there is a Sort of Men who 
would commend a more forcible Expedient, 
the Security of a ſtanding Army. Empirics, 
indeed, who, to cure an Ague, think it ad- 
viſcable to throw the Patient into a Fe- 
ver; who tell us, that War is the ſureſt Way 
to keep the Peace. I will not argue how 
well this Method may agree with the Com- 
plexions of a more ſouthern Climate; it is 
enough our rougher Conſtitutions will never 
ſuit with ſuch a Medicine. 

A fourth Propoſal is, of thoſe who lay all 
the Blame of our Diviſions on the Mal- 
adminiſtration of Affairs by evil Counſellors, 
and reſolve that, if theſe Troublers of our 
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[ 12 ] 
Iſrael were brought to condign Puniſhment, 
all would be well immediately. But the 
worlſt on't is, we have a Demonſtration that 
this Expedient will not do our Work ; for 
that we have often ſhifted thoſe we have moſt 
complained of, but ſtill retained the fame 
Complaints. Beſides, we ſee that ſome of 
thoſe who moſt cridd down the evil Mini- 
ſters as ruinous to the Public, and threw the 
firſt Stone at them, being got into their room 
were liable themſclves 

A fifth Propoſal is, That liberal Supplies 
be made to clear the public Debts, and ſup- 
port the Government for its Honour and De- 
tence. This, indeed, is moſt neceſſary to 
be done. But 'tis fond to think that this 


can make a Cure. The dying Miſer may as 


well hope for Life by applying a Bag of Mo- 
ney to his Heart, as a ſick State expect a 
Remedy from pecuniary Supplies. A Clock, 
whoſe Movements are decayed, will not go 
well, though the Weights hung at it are of 
Gold. 

But Sixthly, as a Catholicon and ſure Re- 
ſerve it 1s propoſed, to unite the diſagreeing 
Intereſts in Religion. A moſt defireable De- 
ſign indeed, and likely to be of great Effect 
if it can be compaſſed. This is a Work 
worthy the Counſel and the Care of the great 
Aſſembly of the Nation, the Legiſlation of 
Parliaments, and Sanction of Synods. In 
this Caſe, moſt . it may be ſaid, 


that 


13 
that God ſſands in the Congregation of Princes, 
he is a Judge among Gods. And herein the 


Direction of Fehoſhaphat, 2 Chron. xix. will 


deſervedly recur, Take heed what ye do, for ye 
judge not for Man but the Lord. 


Religion, like Truth and God himſelf, 


can be but one: Even the Garment of our 


Saviour was ſo far from admitting a Rent, 


that it was without Seam, However fimi- 
lar Bodies are multiplied by being broken 
into Parts, in Chriſtianity, which is the 
Body of Chriſt the Head, what is divided 
is deſtroyed. 

The Multitude of the firſt Believers were 
not only of one Heart and one Soul, but came 
together with one Accord into one Place; and, 
when the Numbers of Diſciples grew too 
large for ſuch a Meeting, their mutual Com- 
munication with each other continued tothem 
{till the ſelf-ſame Union; and, according to 
the Method of the primitive Church, Tots 
orbis commercio formatarum, & una communionis 
ſocietate concordabat, as ſays Optatus lib. 2. 
The whole World was united by the Commerce 


of credential Letters, and the Fellowſhip of 


Communton. 


Abſtractedly ſpeaking, it is the Duty of 


every Chriſtian to communicate in holy Of- 
fices with every Chriſtian; and likewiſe tis 
the Duty of every one to admit all others to 
the like Communion. So that whatever 


Impunity human Laws may give to Separa- 


tion, 
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tion, they can never make it law ful; it will 
ſtill be Sin tho' it have the Encouragement 
of Innocence. 

Indeed Schiſm is ſo ſeverely branded in 
the holy Scripture, that even they who place 
their Religion in Separation acknowledge 
the Guilt of it, and lay the Blame of their 
Diſſent on thoſe from whom they differ; 
alledging either the Immorality of their Lives, 
or Errors in the Faith: And, in fine, reſolve 
their Separation 1s therefore innocent becauſe 
it was neceſſary. 

Hence it comes to pals that, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſtrict Obligation to an entire Agree- 
ment among all Chriſtians, it is not likely, 
nay not poſſible, to be obtained. For, 
beſides the. ready Excuſe of caſting Blame 
on others, and the perpetual Subterfuge, 
that Peace is never to be ſought for with the 
Loſs of Truth (which makes an Out-let for 
all ſelf-opiniated Men, who will be ſure to 
gild their Errors with the Name of Truth, 
and make up their Defect of Knowledge with 
Abundance of Perverſeneſs) there are very 
many ſo full of Malice, that nothing is ſo 
hateful to them as the Name of Peace; ſo 
that, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, F any one ſpeak 79 
them thereof, they make themſelves ready to 
battel, But, over and above all this, there 
is, on the Part of Almighty God, a fatal 
Bar impoſed, he having faid, there muſt be 


Ferejies in the Church, and that zf 7s neceſ- 
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ſary Offences ſhould come, that they who are 
approved may be made manifeſt. 

So that they who propoſe to themſelves 
the uniting either all Chriſtians, or all Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, or thoſe who have even 
the ſlighteſt Differences between themſelves, 
will be more happy in the Piety of their De- 
ſign, than the Succeſs and Iſſue of it. 

To ſpeak diſtinctly to our preſent Caſe. 
Popery, in its unhappy Additions to the 
Faith once delivered to the Saints, is a Re- 
ligion made up of Superſtition and Cruelty, 
Hypocriſy and Profaneneſs, of Craft and Fol- 
ly; but yet it has not ſo exhauſted the whole 
Nature of I], but that there are ſeveral other 
Seas, pretending to Chriſtianity, extremely 
bad. 

And the ſame Principle of Duty to Al- 
mighty God, that forbids an Orthodox Son 
of the Englith Church to communicate with 
Popery, mult alſo as forcibly oblige not to 
communicate with them; and what we do 
upon juſt Conviction, every Diſſenter is di- 
rected to by the Sway of his Opinion; and 
will be as little gratified by the wideſt and 
molt comprehenſive Scheme, if it oblige unto 
Communion on the Terms which it holds 
forth, without which it does nothing, as 
now they are with the eſtabliſhed Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church. | | 

Indeed our Church, in reference to the 
preſent State of things, has very rightly, by 
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a great wiſe Man, been compared unto a for- 
tified Town, and the ſeveral Denominations 
of Diſſenters, to ſo many Villages about her. 
Now in caſe of an aſſault from a common 
Enemy, which God knows lies hard upon 
us, as it would be a great Imprudence in the 
Citizens not to give all Encouragement to 
thoſe without to come within the Line and 
ſhare the Safety of it; ſo it would be utter 
Madneſs in the Villagers to continue ſtill 
without, or demand that the Walls or Works 
ſhould be demoliſhed, that they might dwell 
with better Eaſe, or more unto their Mind. 

When Julian the Apoſtate laboured with 
all his Force and Skill to extirpate Chriſtiani- 
ty, the Means he uſed was to encourage 
the ſeveral Sects of Heretics in their different 
Ways of Worſhip, as we learn from Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus a Heathen Writer in his 22d 
Book. Difſidentes Chriſtianorum antiſtites 
cum plebe diſciſſa in palatium intromiſſos, mone- 
bat ut civilibus diſcordits conſopitis, quiſque 
nullo vetante religioni ſue ferviret, The Em- 
peror calling to him, in his Palace, the Heads 
of the divided Sets of Chriſtians, both Prieſts 
and People, adiuoniſhed them, that laying aſide 
civil Diſcords, every one, without Controul, 
ſhould exerciſe his own Way of Worſhip. And 
then adds, that this was thus dilzgently done 
by him, that Diſſentions being encreaſed by 
Licence, he might from thenceforth be ſecure 
from Danger of the Chriſtians Unanimity; 


having 
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having experimentally found, that no wild 
Beaſts are jo enraged againſt one another, as 
diſagreeing Chriſtians, And we know how 
this very thing has been from time to time 
endeavoured. by the Factors for the Roman 
Church, And it would be exceeding ſtrange 
if the readieſt Way to bring in Popery and 
extirpate the very Being of Chriſtianity, 
ſhould now be thought a good Expedient to 
promote the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

The Practice of our Neighbour State is 
indeed urged to ſhew the Safety and Ad- 
vantage of leaving Religion at large; but tis 
obvious to ſee what footing Popery has there- 
by got among them, which their public 
Writings fruitleſly complain of: And what 
Progreſs other Sects have made, the Num- 
bers of Socinians and Jes, and ſome of a 
worſe Mark, will plainly evidence, 

When Chriſtianity was lately under Per- 
ſecution in Japon, there were a Sort of Men 
that anſwered they were Hollanders, and ſo 
eſcaped the Teſt. Were we here Profeſſors 
of that cold Complexion, a Toleration of 
all, or poſſibly of no Religion, might well 
conſiſt with Peace, eſpecially under the 
Guard of a military Force ; but they little 
underſtand the Engliſh Temper, that think 
the like Indifterence will paſs with us. 

When all is done, there is no poſhble Ex- 
pedient to heal our Diviſions, till there be 
firſt procured a mutual Defire to have them 

D healed, 
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healed. To this End it would be of great 
Effect that St. Paul's Advice ſhould be con- 
ſidered, That the Strong would not deſpiſe the 
Weak, nor the Weak judge the Strong: That 
the Knowing would with Meekneſs inſtruct 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, and the Oppoſers 
would lay aſide Hoſtility, and receive with 
Meekneſs the ingrafted Word, and grow there- 


Did Men but heartily deſire a Reconcile- 
ment, did they thoroughly confider that the 
Kingdom, as it now ſtands divided againſt it- 
ſelf, muſt certainly be brought to Deſolation, 
and that nothing but a Cloſure can avert it, 
how would thoſe Differences, which now 
appear like Mountains, ſhrink into Mole- 
hills, and that which we have hitherto taken 
for a Beam in our Brother's Eye, ſeem ſcarce 
a Mote, and that poſſibly not in his, but in 
our own? How would the Motives of Diſ- 
cord and Defiance, with which we have 
hitherto whet ourſelves againſt each other, 
put in the Balance with our Obligations to 
Charity and Love, prove light as Air, nay, 
lighter than Vanity itſelf? Good God! we 
have one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one 
common Hope, one God and Father of all, who 
7s above all, and through all, and in us all: 
And why are we not one among ourſelves ? 
If we look down to Earth, 'tis curſt indeed 
with Thorns and Briers, but made more ac- 
curſt by our. Quarrels and Conteſts: If we 
| look 
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look up to Heaven, that wide Extent is 
capable to entertain us all; there are many 
Manſions, and thoſe ſo large as will not fail 
to fill the moſt inſatiate Deſire. No Place 
but Hell can give us countenance for Enmit 
and Strife; and yet the rebel diſobedient 
Man will want a Precedent from thence, for 
even there the Fiends ſubmit to Order and 
Command, 

What Words ſhall I take up to enforce 
upon you a Value and Defire of Peace? Shall 
I adjure you by all the Charms of Love, 
thoſe holy Incantations which alone can take 
away the Sting and Venom of the Serpent, 
and make him innocent as the Dove? Shall 
I break out into the Rapture of the Pſalmiſt? 
Behold how good and joyful a thing it is, Bre- 
thren, to duel together in Unity, It is like 
the precious Ointment upon the Head, that 
ran down unto the Beard, even unto Aaron's 
Beard, and went down to the Skirts of his Cloth- 
ing. Where it is it perfumes the ambient 
Air, refreſhes the whole Neighbourhood, 
nay conſecrates the Man into a Prieſt, and 
admits him to the Altar of almighty God. 
Jt is like the Dew of Hermon that fell upon 
the Hill of Sion. It ſtoops from Heaven in 
ſoft and gentle Emanations, with impercep- 
tible Steps; but then diſplays itſelf in Drops 
of Moiſture impregnated with Lite and Fer- 
tilneſs: The barren Mountains, by this Cul- 
ture, become fruitful ta Eternity, far _ 

He 
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the Lord promiſed his Bleſſing and Lyfe for 
evermore. 

Shall I diſplay before your Eyes the infi- 
nite Advantages of Peace, the Eaſe, the 
Quiet the Contentment of that State, the 
Attluence and Plenty which it brings, all 
that we toil and labour for, either in our 
own Behalf or our Poſterity? Or, on the 
other ſide, ſhall J deſcribe the Horror and 
Confuſion, the Rapine, Violence, and Blood, 
which follow Strife and Diſcord. Call your 
Thonghts over to the neighbouring Coaſts, 
harratied by long Hoſtilities and War, or 
call you back to the Remembrance of your 
late civil Broils, the Scars whereof remain 
in moſt of your Eſtates and Families, 

Or ſhall I warn you of your potent Neigh- 
bour, who as your Arms employed againſt 
his Enemies, have raiſed him to his preſent 
Greatneſs ; 10 now attends and watches till 
your Arms, employed againſt yourſelves, 
{hall raiſe him higher yet, and make a ready 
way unto his farther Conquelſts ? 

Or, laſtly, ſhall I lay before you the Ob- 
ligations of Religion, the new and old Com- 
mand, the dying Legacy and parting Gift of 
your dear Lord and Maſter, whoſe Goſpel 
is the Word of Reconcilement, who himſelf 
is Love, whoſe whole Deſign of Life and 
Death was Peace; and therewith tell you of 
a ſike potent Neighbour, who intends to 
build his Babel on the Confuſion of your 


Tongues, 
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Tongues, purſue the Florentine Maxim, Di- 
vide and reign, and repeat the Roman Conqueſt 
here, by the ſame Means the Firſt was made, 
dum ſinguli pugnant, univerſi vincuntur ? 


If we ſhall be fo falſe to God and to our- 


ſelves, to the whole Proteſtant Cauſe and 


Name, which reſts on us as its Defence and 


Bulwark, againſt the Inundation of Papal 
Tyranny, which is now ready to devour 
them; by our Diviſions to bring on and en- 
tail unto Poſterity, the Servitude of Souls, 
Eſtates, and Bodies, the Maſlacres and De- 
vaſtations which thoſe Architects of Ruin 
have long thirſted to effect, and, by miracu- 
lousProvidence, been hitherto with-held from 
compaſiing ; we ſhall be as the moſt Guilty, 
ſo the moſt wretched, Nation in the World. 


I am fallen upon a Theme on which it 


were very caſy to enlarge, and while I do 


ſo thus in Generals, may hope to find a fa- 


vourable Audience. But I come not here 


this Day, and I preſume you do not neither, 
to trifle with your Miſeries, {ſkin over and 
palliate your Sores; but, in the Name and 
the Behalf of God, will attempt to ſearch 
the Ulcer to the Bottom, ſhew each Man 
preſent he Plague of his own Heart, the ac- 
curſed thing that troubles this our Iſrael, fo- 


ments our Diſcords, and drives away our 
Peace, 


It 


220 

It is a received Rule in Phyſic, that the 
knowing the Diſeaſe is half the Cure; in 
reference hereto I ſhall come to a ſhort Iſſue, 
and to the Queſtion, Whence are Wars and 

fightings among us? Make a plain Anſwer 
from St. James, that they are from our Lufts 
that war in our Members. | | 

And Firſt, to take the Words in their 
N and moſt natural Senſe, I may uſe the 

eply of Jebu to Joram, that aſked if it 
were Peace? What Peace ſo long as the 
Wioredoms of TFezebel, and her Witchcrafts 
are ſo many? Can there be Peace in Families, 
when the Whore uſurps the Place, the Affec- 
tion and Support of the lawful Wife, when 
Luſt engages in wild Purſuits, in Quarrels 
and Expences, and wages, amidſt all, a per- 
petual War in the Members ? 
This is the Sin that takes away the Heart, 
brings to a Morſel of Bread, gives Rottenneſs 
to the Bones, a Reproach and Blot unto the 
Name, roots up Foundations; nay, as Solomon 
ſays, who made the molt coſtly Experiment, 
deſtroys Kings. This is the Sin which, as 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it, fakes the Members of 
Chriſt and makes them Members of an Harlot, 
 deffiles the Temple of God; and then ſure no- 
thing leſs can be expected than what the 
ſame Apoſtle infers from thence: F any one 
d. file the Temple of God, him will God deſtroy. 

Look we over the Annals of the World, 
from the Beginning of Time unto this preſent 


Mo- 
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Moment, you ſhall ſee that there ſcarcely 
any where has happened a great Calamity 
or fatal Revolution, which has not either 
been the immediate Effect, or at leaſt in a 
great Meaſure the Sequel of this Sin. 

And if ever Uncleanneſs was the Complexion 
of an Age, ſheltered by Impunity and great 
Example, till it outfaced the Day, as if it 
would no more be thought a Work of Dark- 
neſs ; but, filling up the Character the Pro- 
phet gives of an imperious whoriſh Woman, 
has a Brow of Braſs, and knows no Shame, 


this is the Time. The Princes and the Nobles 


when they were fed unto the full, then they com- 
mitted Adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by 
Troops in the Harlots Houſes; they were as 
fed Horſes in the Morning, every one neighed 
after his Neighbour's Wife. And ſhall I not 
vit for theſe things ſays the Lord; and ſhall 
not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this. Jer. v. All the former Inſtances of 
ſhameleſs Guilt would be outdone by this 
one Act of Impudence, to expect Impunity 
amidſt ſuch Provocations. : 

Next to this Luft of the Fleſh, we may 
reckon thoſe which St. John calls the Luft of 
the Eye, and the Pride of Life, the impo- 
tent Deſire of Riches, Pleaſures, and Prefer- 
ments, thoſe certain Parents of Faction and 
Diſcord among Men, Beſides that wide De- 
ſires do look for large Supplies, which ſtill 
engage in eager Competitions: As a Defeat 


brings 
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brings Rage and Anger, and new Contentions 
and Deſigns, ſo a Succeſs creates freſh Wants 
and keener Appetites, and yet more vigorous 
Purſuits ; fo that, whatever happens, there 
is an endleſs Circle of Rage, Repining, and 
Conteſt. We luſt and have not, ſays St. James, 
we kill and defire to have, and cannot obtain; 
we fight and war and yet we have not, becauſe 
ve not; we aſ and receive not, becauſe 
we aſe annſs, that we may conſume it upon our 
Liſts. 

Till this voracious Humour is appeaſed ; 
till that Neceſſity is the Meaſure of our Wants, 
and Uſe the Rule of our Defires, and the 
Providence of God, and his Diſpoſal, the 
certain Gage of both, our Diviſions and Ho- 
ſtilities can never have an End. 

But Thirdly, there is another Sort of Luſt, 
no leſs deſtructive to the Intereſts of Peace 
than the foregoing ; it 1s that of miſguided 
Zeal, which, from the Authority of St. Paul, 
I muſt declare to be as errant Senſuality as 
1s that of the Stews and brothel Houſe. The 
Works of the Fleſh, ſays he, are manifeſt, 
which are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Un- 
cleanneſs, Laſcrviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 
Hatred, Variance, Zeal, which we render 
Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, 
Emnvyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, 
and ſuch like. We might a little wonder to 
find Zeal, which, in our World, uſurps the 
Encloſure of Godlineſs, placed in ſo ill Com- 
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pany; did we not find the ſame St. Paul, 
at the third of the Philippians, F. 
ing, that by Zeal he perſecuted the Church, 
and ſo became the Chief of Sinners. 

Indeed, as the Apoſtle tells us, is good 
to be zealoufly affefted in a good thing; but, 
when 'tis leavened with Pride and Singularity, 
when it becomes embittered, and 1s that 
Trxpos GAG which St. James complains of, 
there is nothing in the World more miſ- 
chievous than it. If any one think other- 
wiſe, let him read the Story of the Zealots 
in Yoſephus, he will be OMe Er convinced. 

This is that diabolical Carnality by which 
Men deflour the Spoule of Chriff and adul- 
terate the Word of God ; the Leaders where- 
in are deſcribed, by St. Paul, to be Traztor's, 
heady, highminded, Lovers of Pleaſures more 
than Lovers of God, having a Form of God- 
lineſs, but denying the Power thereof ; of which 
Sort are they that creep into Houſes, and lead 
captive filly Women laden with Sins, led away 
with divers Luſts. And, by St. Jude, they 
are declared to be they who ſeparate themſelves, 
ſenſual, having not the Spirit. The Holy 
Ghoſt, in his firſt Deſcent, came down in 
Tongues of Fire; and the falſe Pretenſions 
to the Spirit come with like Appearances, 
even there the Tongue is a Fire, a World of 
Iniquity, it ſets on fire the Caurſe of Nature, 
aud is ſet on fire of Hell, James iii. 
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Let us not deceive ourſelves with empty 


Shapes and vain Appearances; whatever Habit 
Concupiſcence puts on, though it transform 


ztfelf into an Angel of Light, *tis ſtill but 
Luſt; and, ſo long as it remains, however 


diſguiſed, we ſhall not fail of Marg and fight- 


ings among us. The Wicked, ſays Iſaiah, are 
like the troubled Sea when it cannot reft, whoſe 
Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt. There is no 
Peace ſays my God unto the Wicked. 

And here 'tis to be conſidered, that the 
Apoſtle does not ſay, tis the Ambition of 


| the Stateſman, the Diſputing of the Scholar, 


the Faction of the Mechanic, the Oppreſſion 
of the Rich, or Diſobedience of the Poor, 
the Diſſolution of this ſort of Men, or Hy- 


pocriſy of that, from whence are Wars and 


fightings; but ſays incluſively to all, JIS from 
your Luis: And till that we do { ay ſo too, 


till cach Man ſpeaks it to himſelf, there will 
be no Removal of the incumbent Judgment, 


for that there is not an Amendment of the 


provoking Guilt. Let every one ſweep be- 
fore his own Door, and then, but not till 
then, the whole Street will be "made — 4 
If then we are in carneſt, if really w 

would have Peace, that there be hence 775 
no Decay, ns le ading into Captivity, and no 
complaining in our Streets; we know upon 
what Terms 'tis to be had. Is it worth the 
Severities of RePentance, ie denying of Un- 
godlieſs and worldly Luft, and living ſoberly, 


an 
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and righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
World? Is it worth the putting off the old 
Man, which 1s corrupt according to the de- 


certful Luſts, and being renewed in the Spirit 


of the Mind, ſo as to put on the new Man; 
which, after God, is created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs? If it be, behold the Pur- 
chaſe lies before you. Mark the perfect Man, 
lays David, and behold the Upright, for the 
End of that Man is Peace. pi xxxvii. And 
again, When a Man's Ways pleaſe the Lord, 
even his Enemies ſhall be at Peace with hin, 
Waſh you, make you clean, put away the Evil 
of your doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to 
do Evil, learn to do — feek Judgment, re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead 
for the Mido. Come now and let us reaſon 
together, ſaith the Lord: Though your Sins be 
as Scarlet, they ſhall be white gs Snow; though 
they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Mool. 
If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall. eat the 
Good of the Land; but, if ye refuſe and rebel, 

'2 ſhall be devoured of the Sword, for the Mauth 
of the Lord has ſpoken it, Iſa. i. 

Be thou reconciled to the Almighty, he 
ſhall deliver thee in fix Troubles, yea in ſeven 
there ſhall no Evil touch thee : In Famine he 
ſhall redeem thee from Death, and in War 
from the Power of the Sword. Thou ſhalt be 
bid from the. Scourge of the Tongue, neither 
ſhalt thou be afraid of Deſtruttion when it 
comethb. A Deſtruction and Famine thou 


ſhalt 
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ſhalt laugh, neither ſhalt thou be afraid of the 


Beaſts of the Earth; fer thou fhalt be in League 
awith the Stones of the Field, and the Beaſts of 
the Field ſhall be at Peace with thee. And 
thou ſhalt enteo that thy Tabernacle ſhall be in 
Peace, end thou ſhalt viſit thy Habitation and 


ſhalt not . m. Thau ſhalt know alſo that thy 


Seed ſhall ve great, end thine Offspring us the 
Grafs of the Earth. Thou fhelt come to thy 
Grave in a full Age, like as a Shock of Corn: 
comes in bis Seaſon, Job. v. Yet more, the 
tranſient Bl-fiings ot this World ſhall be a 
Pledge and Antepaſt of thoſc hereafter; when 


che pious Soul ſhall be received into the Re- 


gions of eternal Peace, when Faith ſhall ceaſe 
in Vifien, Hope in Enjoy went, and Grace be 


ſwallowed 1 in Glory. 


I have hitherto addreſſed to every Chriſtian 
Man that hears me this Day. But now I 
deſire, in a few Words, to apply myſelf, and 
what has been now aid, to the great Au- 
dence to whom I am peculiarly lent, 


My LoRPDS, 


You being jultly ſenſible of the calamitous 
Diviſions of theſe unhappy Kingdoms, which, 
if not cloſed, muſt bring it 3 T1): ſation; 
and likewiſe ſenfible how "anavallab le human 
Councils are to anſwer fuch an Exigence, 
have addrefied yourſe! res to him, Whoſe | 
F j51viie ge it is, to Cf! the Comnjellors, aud 
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teach the Senators Wiſdom : And, in a ſolemn 
Manner, calling to faſting, and weeping, and 
mourning, and girding with Sackcloth, you 
deſign to invite the divine Pity and Com- 
paſſion; that, we repenting of the Evil of our 
doing, the Lord. may alſo repent of: the Evil 
which he thought to do to us; be Gracious 
to his Land, and pity his People, even return 
and repent, and leave a Bleſſing behind him. 
Tho', as Job expreſſes it, Affliction riſes 

not out of the Duſt, neither does Trouble ſpring 
cut of the Ground, yet their Relief muſt grow 
from thence. When the Soul cleaves unto 
the Dust, and the Body is proſtrate on it; 
when Sackeleth is the Chathing, and Tears are 
the Meat Day and Night, then is the Seaſon 
for the Almighty to afford his Comforts and 
his Aids, to V/ up thoſe that are caſt down, 
comfort them that | mourn, give Beauty for 
Aſhes, the Oil of Gladneſs for mourning, the 
Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs, 
When the Sentence of Excifion was pro- 


nounced. on Nzneveh; Yet forty Days and 


Ninevebh ſhall be gve Ftbrown * And they pro- 
claimed a Faſt, and put on Sackeloth from the 
greateſt of them, even to the leaſt of them ; 
cried mightily unto God, and turned every one 
from bis evil Way, and from the Violence that 
was in their Hands: God faw their Works 
{pat they turned from their evil Way, and 
EG repented of the Evil that he bad ſaid he 
WW ould 
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would do unto them, and he did it not. Jon. 
11. | | Tilt 
There is a memorable Caſe in the Book 
of Jeremiah, that the Jews in a great Exi- 
gence, after the Death of Gedaliab, and the 
Outrages therewith committed, fearing the 
Anger of the 'Chaldean Conqueror, applied 
themſelves unto the Prophet, to enquire in 
their. Behalf at the Mouth of God, who un- 
dertakes the Agency, and aſſures them fat, 
«whatever the Lord ſhall anſwer, he will declare 
it unto them, and keep nothing back from them. 
And they, on the other Side, aſſure the Pro- 
phet, by a ſolemn Vow upon themſelves, 
that, whether it be Good, or whether it be 
Evil, they would obey the Voice of the Lord, 
that it may be ell with them when they obeyed 
_ the Voice of the Lord, Yet, after all this, 
when God had returned the kindeſt Anſwer 
imaginable, that they ſhould /# till and be 
quiet, and then they ſhould be ſafe, that they 
ſhould then be built up and not pulled down, 
planted and not plucked up; this his Con- 
dition they refuſed, and thereupon fell un- 
der his laſt and heavieſt Judgment. Jer. xlu. 

I would not be ſo uncharitable to ſuggeſt, 
that this may be our Caſe; that Men of 
Birth, of Honour, and Religion, when, by 
their ſolemn Act, they have procured a 
Faſt to atone the Anger of Almighty God, 
and reconcile them to his Favour, made an 

Ap- 
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Appointment that his Meſſenger ſhould, in 
his Name, declare his Will, and thereu 
come publicly into his Houſe to hear it 
which proves to be no-more than this, That 
they ſhould live with the Dignity of Men, 
and quit their brutiſh Luſts; ſhould, after 
all, do ſo falſe, ſo baſe a thing, as not act 
according to the Meſſage they received, 

Every one of either Houſe of Parliament, 
who aſſented to the Vote for a Day of Hu- 
miliation, every Man who attends that Ser- 
vice, has interpretatively ſaid all the Words 
that the Jes did to the Prophet, that, whether 
it be Good. or whether it be Evil, they would 
obey the Voice of the Lord, 

And now lay we our Hand upon our Heart, 
and ſeriouſly conſider the Exigence and the 
Remedy; the Engagement here incurred, 
and the Anſwer we return, What I have 
ſaid before, I now repeat again; and declare, 
as the Meſſenger of God, in his Name, and 
in his Behalf, that or Kingdom, thus di- 
vided againſt itſelf, will be brought to Deſo- 
lation. I fay alſo, that our Diviſions are 
from - our Luſts, and that only Repentance 
and Amendment can remove either them, 
or the Judgments due unto them. In plain 
Terms I declare, that nothing but our re- 
ligious Service can ſecure our civil Freedom; 
nothing but Obedience to the Laws of God 
can preſerve thoſe of the Land; nothing 
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but ã reformed Life can continue to us the 
reformed Religion. In a Word, nothing 
* Peace with Heaven can give us Peace 

and Happineſs on Earth. | 


22811 ſpeak unto wiſe and orcat Men; confider 
what I fay, and the Lord give you 


| 0 bir in all things. 
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